: -_'-'”\m-m
that area

commonly . knuwn

in

: section common to-

where the people

e8 live haddled fo

in buildings of a

mainland cities brand

* A $anement in the Par-

Paciflie, oqual, in some

m these which the social

' ' W finds in east-

, , “stems improbable;

but an investigaten of the district in

question: n.#'llﬂy be made to bring

out the trés! coniditions.

It h,nb&m purpose of this story,

howe A controversy with
regard o the present exisiing condl-
tions of local tenements, nor is it an
gppeal to the property owpeis t9 tear
down. sucht  structures silva'e¥ on
their lasfls” The enterprisinz iene-
ment eswner keeps his buildings in
good condition, 'apd if they become
insanitary and, are made the sulj
of'an Jnvestigation,' it is generally the
fauit of the tenants. In nearly every
city of sige; especially those inhabit
ed by the peoplé of a score of differ-
ent racés. there is generally a spir-
fled feeling- against the tenements,
and soclal and settlement
are continually: working to
the conditions. This stery. the
deals princinglly with the work w
the Palama  Seftlement, that great
community factop - of Honolulu,
carrying op with the two-fold view

ridding the city of congestion and. in
the end, eradicating the tenement.

course, conditiops in Honolulu today
are not to be compared with the con-
ditions fth other cities; but it is pri-
marily . the. same, ulthough on

emaller scale.

2

i

wefore tdking up the subject of i[.sldit ions.

work with the fenéments, it is firs
necessary. to state briefly the htsu)r*
of the, settlement.

thc

'7.

mtﬂ

*'f.

i of
workers;
n{ without

| Rath
| sible to do much with

to|

| amidst
{ tlement theref

alp:e

ety ) |

-

&

_.--‘..

junet to, Central Unlon church The
land ‘'was purchased by Mr. and Mrs.
. C. Jones, who erected a building
&t a cost'of $4200, and the work of
thie institution was on under
this name for nine years. In Jl.num
the supervision of the work was
t&kea over by ‘the Hawalian Bon_rd of
- Missionp, and in March of thé same
year,’ James A. . the present
fcadworker, . arrived in ° Honolulu.
Rath was brought' here to carry
on net a mission” work but a modern
socizl and evangelics! - "This
labor grew pntil It wes deemed ad-
visable. that the settiement become
incorporated,
of ‘missions and Central Union church
consented «to.- transfer the lands they

held in“fee simple to the new hoardh.‘,

of trustees. The charter was isfued
by the ‘ferritprial treasurer Jauly
1910, gince which time tha settl:

has been and is an incorporated,
mcsynary institution.

Upon his arrival in Honolulu, the
firct hind Rath undertook: was
o exhausuve survey of the neighbor-
hood with a view to asceetaining the
conditions as they existed at that
time. He found here, as he had found
eleewhere, that housing conditions
had a great deal to do with moral|
and physical defects, Believing as |
Lord Disrzeli did when he said: *“I
have alwayvs felt that the bost secu-
rit¥ for eivilization is the dwelling,
and that upon properly appointed and
becoming "~ dwellings depends more
than anything else the improvement
mankind. Such dwellings are the
nursery of all domestic virtues,
a becoming home the
of those virtues is
feit that it would

i=
Laa

exer-
cise
be
the adults and
for aft
gettlement

children at that time,
) been with the
matter of hours, they would be
to go back to their tenement
condit
devis

for a

homes
the san ions.
d a ca
plan to show the
of Honel!ulu that it would be im-
| poesible to do much under such con-
This undertaking,
with the work whica the board

aign

whereby it ned

o .
"+ & T, o .2

and the Hawaiian board |
| Ing ot the

| tation aud cleanliness.

and'

impossible,” |
impos- |

er they |
foreed |

The set-|

' reached by
together |
of |
| health was carrying on at that time,,;the tenement
On June 1, 1896, | and which the Civic Federation had)
the seitlement was opened under the[jcmed in, helped to crea'tc a public|zccept it as a beginning. The grounds|having three large rooms and a lanai.
Pl.l.lml Chapel, being ansentiment towards _better housingare mpw being laid out in an attractive This provides a clean, sanitary pilace
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con .m.!ons and a gradual wiping out
of.. .e tenements. At one vital meet-
fvic Federation a report
was read which had been prepared
Rath and which contained
startling faets concerning the life in
the tenements.

unceasingly agitated, and a result was
galned finally in the passage of the
pew building law whilch today makes
ii @ matter of considerable expense to
erect a tenement. Then,
Health has a marked degree of juris-
diction over the erectian of such
buildincs from a standpoint of sani-

any local so-
.!.\i“ tell vyou,
improved dur-

cxists, however, but., as
cial settlement worker
conditions have greatly
ing the past two yvears.

With. headway thus gained towara
an jmprovement in sanitary arrange-
ments, the Palama Settlement began
its active campaign toward ridding
the city. or at least
trict, of the tenements.
local ,estate, an acre
Hotel street mauka of the Homestead
was given the settlement. Here were
reetd ight 2-story cottages of thel
modrn bungalow type, and worthy!
families,
inmates of iements,
to rent these hor
Fach house accommgdates
lies, one on the first and one
second floor, "the rond story
an outside staircase. The
families which came to occupy these
houses made but a small inroad on
population, but the set-
thoroughly satisfied to

Through a

were allowed |

3 8t a moderate fee.
.

on

Sed

tlement was

W i

The question of the tenements was

the Loard of |

The tenement |

|
the Palama dis-

of ground on|

many of which had long hepn,

fami- ,
the |
being |

S A

No. 1.—Houses erected by the se¢ttiement to overcome ﬂlt m
conditionas.

No. 2—A type of the tenement oppesite the Palama, Gott&ommt. -

No. 3.—Tenements on the mauka side of King street near tht sottle-
ment.

No. 4.—Where the sun never enters. Tenements near lwﬂd rodd.

No, 5.—The rear of a tenement on King strect, ewa of the Nuuanu
stream.

No.
! tion.

No. 7.—~A tenement on King strect, near the Iwilei road.

No. 8.—A tenement of the type which the settiement is siriving to
overcome.

6.—Alley between tenements on King street: mauka . of the jung-

small room in & tepement.”

f b Sl L NS e 7 g U | ago, due greatly to the Pﬂnrin of thP )
” e ' b Sad e district nurses of the Palama Settles] Headworker Rath, “apd when 1 ar- =
In their dally visits to pa'lrnmi rived there L ound a dgmhcnw
tenements, ' going on in. the goom tiext door. The
lth(' nurses receive a marked know- -mnful muuttm[nni whieh - t“!
{ ledge of the conditions and defects as| purses make deily. arg < tendipng t;.' ¢
to insanitation, ete., are Immt'dlalt’]!_{ make -away wnh a repetition of such
reported to the board of health, which! a scene.” It is a fach that the whits “
i, : : in turn sehds out its inspectors. to{ plagwe claims most of *its _victims :'_ =
{ ' AR, R {solve the remedy. It was the Palama! from the tesmement -disirict, and tll.il.'
; ' Flmprm'omrxm Club which firtst stari-; is one of the strongest points M
jed the agitation against the ::-(>r1gr"si- forth in provinz that they are a megs
. - g . lr_-d district with a view ‘o ridding lh'.'."d.(.n_r to the heal’h of the comn
. 7. «jcommunity of the great, solid bh)cks? One of the results of the settleme
— ’of tenements, many accessible only; wark the. tegnements
fhrough narrow alleyways. If a_ fire K shown the Oahu Hallroad
uwrf- to break out in this distric! to-| Land (¢ ‘.sm' which owned sev
who exist on small!day, the hose would, in mauy;hmlriinm: King And Lilihs stre
of the|cases, have to be carrled inte the-tore down the-structures and toris
'ronffr of the blocks, as the alleyways
It may be salid that the people| arv too narrow to permit the passage
among whom lement works, aof a fire engine or truck.
Fave taken enth stically to ““31 Many of these tenements have been
new plan of housing, and already|the hreeding place of erime, and the
there is a large waiting hist of fami | Palama nurses eap tell stories of peo-
lies wighing accommodation. ple whom they Have found dying of
Present Tenement Conditions. some dread disease in a small back :
The present conditions of -‘he tene-|room, windowless, where fresh afr or:buildings in Kakasko had tbﬂ
ments in the “circle” district are, as|sunlight never had a chance to peme-!down and coltzges Were
mentioned before, in a much better|trate. “I récall once being called in' e
condition than they were two years' to see @ man who was dying in_a  (Continued on PaEe B
. ( f i e R R RS PO e e oy g

ment.

|
and other persons in the

]

nst

for those persons
wages, thus erelieving them
necessity of going to the tenements,

manner
m be e

d two more fire
d in the near future. Then
addition the foregoing under-
takitu:. the settilement has other cot-
tages, 16 in number, on Dowsett Lane.
The land on which they are sltuated
wsa purchased by the Oahu Railway &
{Land Companv and leased to the sot-
:'t]ﬂment The settlement, in turn,
rents them to desirable families at
Jthe rate of seven dollars per month.
{ Fach cottage is moadern in structutre,

coltages are

the land over to the Palama .-'_'
mrent fo be Hw-d as a playground, '

land bas been leveled and
‘he settlement a'm the nﬁm
to b installed in the ' near fu
making the site the ldrgent of 8
and the best equipped 1 the gity.
lncal estate which owned coni
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